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King Abdulaziz Road, Jeddah F: +966 12 613 2011

Gallery Hours: Sun-Thu: 10:00am-9:00pm
Sat: 5:00pm-9:00pm

Mohammad Bozorgi: Symphonic Meditations
Ayyam Gallery Jeddah

1 April - 15 May 2014

Opening reception: Tuesday, 1 April from 7:00 - 9:00pm

Ayyam Gallery Jeddah is proud to announce Symphonic Meditations, Mohammad Bozorgi’s
first solo exhibition in Saudi Arabia, on view from 1 April - 15 May 2014.

Renowned Iranian artist Mohammad Bozorgi studied both medical engineering and
calligraphy prior to launching his contemporary art career. After working with the Society of
Iranian Calligraphers for fifteen years and achieving a master level in the medium by learning
eighteen classical writing forms of calligraphy, he sought greater freedom in formal
experimentation and began creating large-scale compositions that engage recent breakthroughs
in contemporary art. In his latest paintings, Bozorgi utilizes a meditative process of repetition
that grows into an optical expanse of depth and volume across the surface of the canvas. The
artist’s painstakingly executed compositions teem with energy as Arabic or Farsi text explodes
outward into a rhythmic infinity. Such abstracted compositions accentuate the written word
through a focus on symmetry and gestural forms, updating the centuries-old tradition of
calligraphic painting in Islamic art while building on experiments in non-objective art since the
mid twentieth century.

In Iran, such fusing of two seemingly disparate approaches to abstraction has been prevalent
since the emergence of the Saqqakhaneh school of painters in the 1960s, which initially
included Charles Hossein Zenderoudi and Parviz Tanavoli, and has been further developed in
the twenty first century by forward-thinking artists like Bozorgi, who is recognized as a leading
figure among the “New Generation.”

Notes to Editors
About the Artist

Born in Tehran in 1978, Mohammad Bozorgi holds a Bachelor of Science in Biomedical
Engineering as well as an MBA from the Industrial Management Institute and Momtaz degrees
from the Calligraphy Association of Iran. After training with the Society of Iranian
Calligraphers for over a decade, Bozorgi left the Society to pursue more innovative calligraphic
forms.
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Studying classical calligraphic forms such as divani, kufic, nastaliq, naskh, sols, Mohaggegh
and broken nastaliq, allowed Bozorgi to develop distinctly stylized characters based on Arabic
and Persian examples. He approaches calligraphy with an architectural eye that is evident in
the mathematical structure and symmetry of letters, especially those in his Crying for Honour
series. Drawing from his background in engineering, Bozorgi makes qualitative calculations
when constructing his works, using the directives of geometry to create abstract illusions of
movement and space.

About Ayyam Gallery

Founded in Damascus in 2006, Ayyam Gallery is recognised as a leading cultural voice in the
region, representing a roster of Middle Eastern artists with an international profile and museum
presence. Spaces in Beirut, Dubai, Jeddah, and London have further succeeded in showcasing
the work of Middle Eastern artists with the aim of educating a wider audience about the art of
this significant region.

Exhibition Facts

Ayyam Gallery Jeddah

Opening Reception: Tuesday, 1 April from 7:00-9:00pm
Exhibition Dates: 1 April - 15 May 2014

Location: Bougainvillea Center Jeddah, 3rd floor

King Abdulaziz Road, next to Stars Avenue

Al-Zahra District, Jeddah

Tel: +966 12 613 4111

Email: jeddah@ayyamgallery.com

For press information and artwork images, please contact press@ayyamgallery.com or
call +966 12 613 4111.
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