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Official Translation of An Article by Mohammad Bozorgi published in “Hamshahri” daily,
Monday Oct.18.2010

One out of thousands of conmecting Rings Missing From The Chain of
Contemporary Calligraphy
Discovery of Artist’s Own self

Enjoying the advantage of originating from the exalted Islamic Iranian Values
Calligraphy maintains every definition of modern art. however, it has taken the
appearance of decaying art because of absence of a successful approach to
modernism, rareness of innovators, lack of strategic outlook toward calligraphy,
mismanagement both in macro and micro scales, isolation from the jargons of
modern global art, divergence from social traditionalism, shortage of specific
criticism and structured research, presence of groundless partial ideas, introduction
of personal tastes into cultural management of this field of art and the like. We are
in a condition to confirm that calligraphy has descended from its climax of
acceptance down to a sphere of isolation (for its acceptance by the public) in the
way that a recess is observed both from quantitative (acceptance by the public) and
from qualitative aspects (creation of high quality works). Weren'’t there the few
champions of this area to put oil to dying flame of this valuable art with their

eagerness and enthusiasm, one couldn’t imagine the trend that calligraphy would
take in future.

From among all the elements of calligraphy “innovation” takes a special
importance because of its close ties with individuality of artist. The aforesaid issue
deserves a more diligent study and it should be determined if the slow-down in the
rhythm of innovation in contemporary calligraphy is due to the intrinsic structure
of calligraphy as an art because of reluctance and inactivity of artists or due to both
elements.

Based on a calligraphy instructor, “calligraphy means establishment of a harmony
between the blackness and the whiteness”.

Babashah Isfahani holds in his “Adaib-ul-Mashq” (the 10 lunar Hejira century),
“thou art to know that a calligrapher should avoid base acts as such behaviors and
deeds designate disharmony within one’s self; and how could such a self create any
harmonious work™ (A Jar pours out its contents only). Definition of “Artistic
Harmony” is beyond the scope of this agreement. However, one may briefly say
that *harmony” is the correlating element among various components of any
artistic work. Creativity, on the other hand, is not only in opposition to “imitation”
but also a vehicle of innoyafighiCreativity and innovation join to create
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